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vaguely in a moral purpose and a supreme dispensation of
justice and judgment to come. Any Hindu will call on God
to attest the justice of his cause, precisely as a Chris-
tian might; though at the same time he worships any
number of specific divinities who have no pretensions to moral
ideas. And the real explanation of the contradiction "is that
-the specific god is seldom anything more than a glorified super-
natural image of a man, not necessarily virtuous at all, only
raidoubtedly powerful. The innumerable gods of Hinduism
;are deified ghosts, or famous personages invested with all sorts
of attributes in order to account for the caprices of nature*
This is the state of the vulgar pagan mind; by the more reflec-
tive intelligence the gods are recognized as existent and as beings
capable of making themselves veiy troublesome, whom it is
therefore good to propitiate, like laen in office* At the same
-time a devout pagan trusts that there is something better beyond
and above these gods, and that the moral purpose works itself
-somehow straight in spite of their capricious influences; at any
rate there is death, absorption, or annihilation by which one
may escape-that dread of the gods which, troubles the life of
mrtfljt down -to its inmost .depths* But whether the Hindus tend
toward improving their popular divinities into rational gods or
into moral gods, or into gods inconceivable yet credible, or
toward sinking them all in the ocean of pantheism or of mate-
rialism, we may be sure that both the fantastic demi-gods and
the mystical spiritualists will have their acts and sayings
melted down and recast to suit the exigencies of the times.
All sorts of fictions will be employed to manage the further
transition by gentle gradients and breaks, to serve for a curtain
behind which the costumes are changed and the scenes shifted*
And it is probable that later on scientific inquirers from a dis-
tance (either of space or time) will become so puzzled by the
anomalies and contradictions thus produced, not only by the
original- confusion of belief, but also by the processes which
these beliefs and the narratives of their origin have undergone
in being adapted to different levels of credulity or conscience,
that they will distrust altogether the actuality of the human
leaven which is at the bottom of these fermentations. People